
Construction in the Classroom
Lesson 3



The Recycling 
Lie

§ What did you think?



Time to take a 
tour...

With Eric Leoffler, Project Engineer for 
Concord General Contracting



Pop Quiz!
Which can you recycle?

A. Wax Crayons B. Grease/Oil-Soaked 
Cardboard



Answer…

§A. Wax Crayons
§ They may be small, but those crayons are clogging up 

our landfills at a rapid rate. Every year over half a 
million pounds of crayons are thrown away. Since 
crayons never biodegrade, that waxy sludge becomes 
quite a problem within our landfills. Instead, send those 
crayons over to the Crayon Initiative. They melt down 
the crayon and remanufacture them, sending them off to 
art programs at children’s hospitals across the United 
States.

§ Credit: FamilyHandyMan.com

§ Why you can’t recycle grease/oil-soaked cardboard: If 
the boxy is too greasy or contaminated with food waste 
it can damage the recycling equipment and 
contaminate the rest of the items in the batch.

https://thecrayoninitiative.org/


Pop Quiz!
Which can you recycle?

B. ToothbrushesA. Metal Aerosol Cans



Answer…

§B. Toothbrushes
§ Did you know that every single toothbrush you’ve ever 

used still exists on this earth? It takes centuries for a 
piece of plastic to fully decompose, and toothbrushes 
are no exception. Instead, you can recycle your 
toothbrushes through Terracycle. They are partnering 
with Colgate to recycle all oral care products including 
toothpaste tubes and floss, which also comes in plastic.

§ Credit: FamilyHandyMan.com

§ Why you can’t recycle aerosol cans:  Although aerosol 
cans are made of metal, the pressurized contents 
could damage recycling machinery. As a result, these 
items should be discarded with the regular trash.

https://www.terracycle.com/en-US/brigades/colgate


Pop Quiz!
Which can you recycle?

A. Asphalt Shingles B. Plastic Bags



Answer…

§A. Asphalt Shingles
§ Since shingles are made from asphalt, they can easily 

be recycled and used for paving streets and 
highways. ShingleRecycling.org can help you find a 
local shingle recycler.

§ Credit: FamilyHandyMan.com

§ Why you can’t recycle plastic bags: Plastic shopping 
bags and plastic wrap usually aren't accepted for 
recycling because the lightweight material can tangle, 
clog, and potentially damage the machinery used in 
recycling centers.

http://www.shinglerecycling.org/content/find-recycler
https://www.bobvila.com/slideshow/11-clever-other-uses-for-plastic-wrap-48517?


Pop Quiz!
Which can you recycle?

A. CDs/DVDs B. Plastic Bottle Lids



Answer…

§A. CDs/DVDs
§ Have a lot of unused discs floating around the house at 

the moment? You could probably sell them, or find a 
drop off connected to the CD Recycling Center of 
America. The discs will then be used to create materials 
for automotive and building industries.

§ Credit: FamilyHandyMan.com

§ Why you can’t recycle plastic bottle lids: Most lids and 
caps on water bottles, soda bottles, detergent bottles, 
and similar containers are made from polypropylene, 
also known as plastic #5, and typically can't be 
recycled.

http://www.cdrecyclingcenter.org/


Pop Quiz!
Which can you recycle?

A. Styrofoam and 
Polystyrene Containers

B. Packing Peanuts



Answer…

§Trick Question! Neither are 
recyclable.

§ Packing peanuts and styrofoam containers are made of 
expanded polystyrene and therefore can’t be recycled 
and even worse – they do not biodegrade in landfills. 
Many restaurant chains have shifted away from 
styrofoam and polystyrene packaging, and 
homeowners should consider doing the same.

§ Credit: FamilyHandyMan.com



(sometimes)



Homework!

§ What do you recycle in your daily life?  

§ What can’t you recycle in your daily life? 

§ Depending on where you live, who takes your recycling 
and where does it go? Do some research and get back 
to us next class with your answers. 

§ We will have prizes for the students with the most 
complete homework responses.



See you in 2 
weeks!

§ In person (hopefully!)


